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ORDINANCE NO. ____ 
 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT TO 
THE ZONING CODE OF THE TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH 

 
 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the Town Council of West Greenwich, Rhode Island, that the 
Zoning Ordinance of the Town be amended to include the following new Addendum: 

 
* * * 

 
Article VII: Special Regulations 
 
Section 20: Medical Marijuana-Related Uses 
 
Definitions to add: 
 
Compassion center means, as defined in R.I. Gen. Laws § 21-28.6-3, a not-for-profit corporation, 
subject to the provisions of chapter 6 of title 7, and registered under § 21-28.6-12, that acquires, 
possesses, cultivates, manufactures, delivers, transfers, transports, supplies or dispenses medical 
marijuana, and/or related supplies and educational materials, to patient cardholders and/or their 
registered caregiver cardholder, who have designated it as one of their primary caregivers. 
 
Medical marijuana emporium means any retail or commercial establishment, or club, whether 
for-profit, non-profit, or otherwise, at which the sale or use of medical marijuana takes place. 
This shall include without limitation any so-called “vape lounge,” “vapor lounge,” or any other 
establishment at which medical marijuana is consumed in vaporized form. This shall not include 
a compassion center regulated and licensed by the State of Rhode Island, as defined herein.  
 

* * * 
 
Section 1.  Permitted Uses. 
 
The Zone Use Matrix shall be amended as follows: 
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Use Category RFR-
2 

RFR-
1 

OSPL NBHD 
BUS 

HIGHWAY 
BUS 

EXIT 7 
SMD 

INDUST 
A 

INDUST 
B 

CZD SRD 

91 MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA-RELATED 
USES 

          

915 Compassion Center X X X X S S S X X X 
916 Medical Marijuana 
Emporium 

X X X X X X X X X X 

 
 
 
 



3 
 

* * * 
Section 2.  Special use permit standards for Compassion Centers. 
 
Compassion centers shall be permitted as a special use permit use in the Highway Business, Exit 
7 SMD, and Industrial A zones, subject to the requirements of Article I, Section 7(C)(2), and all 
of the following additional requirements: 
 

(1) The requested use at the proposed location will not adversely affect the use of any 
property used for a school, public or private park, playground, play field, youth center, 
licensed day-care center, or any other location where groups of minors regularly 
congregate. 

(2) The requested use at the proposed location will be sufficiently buffered in relation to any 
residential area in the immediate vicinity so as not to adversely affect said area. 

(3) The exterior appearance of the structure must be consistent with the exterior appearance 
of existing structures within the immediate neighborhood. 

(4) The compassion center must not be located within:  
a. One thousand (1,000) feet from the nearest Residential zoning district; or 
b. One thousand (1,000) feet from the nearest house of worship, school, public or 

private park, playground, play field, youth center, licensed day-care center, or any 
other location where groups of minors regularly congregate; or 

c. Two thousand (2,000) feet from any other compassion center. 
(5) The distances specified in the immediately preceding section (5) shall be measured by a 

straight line from the nearest property line of the premises on which the proposed 
compassion center use is to be located to the nearest boundary line of a residential district 
or to the nearest property line of any of the other designated uses set forth therein. 

(6) Hours of operation for a compassion center shall be limited to 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
(7) Lighting shall be required such that will illuminate the compassion center, its immediate 

surrounding area, any accessory uses including storage areas, the parking lot(s), its front 
façade, and any adjoining public sidewalk. Lighting shall be hooded or oriented so as to 
deflect light away from adjacent properties.  

(8) The proposed compassion center shall implement the appropriate security measures to 
deter and prevent the unauthorized entrance into areas containing medical marijuana and 
shall ensure that each location has an operational security/alarm system. 

(9) Development Plan Review shall be conducted by the Planning Board.  
(10) All compassion center uses shall fully comply with all other licensing requirements of 
the Town of West Greenwich and the laws of the State of Rhode Island. 

 
Section 3.  Indoor cultivation required.  
 
In accordance with R.I. Gen. Laws § 21-28.6-4(a), medical marijuana must be cultivated and 
stored in an indoor facility.  
 
*** 
This ordinance shall become effective upon passage. 
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