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TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH 
TOWN COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
APRIL 13, 2011 

 
A regular meeting of the West Greenwich Town Council was held on April 13, 2011.  Present 
were Mark Tourgee, Susan Woloohojian, Robert Andrews, Paul Kaltschnee and Robert Smith.  
Also present were Town Administrator Kevin Breene and Town Solicitor Michael Ursillo.  
Tourgee called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
   
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Annual Earth Day Clean Up – April 16 – Rain or Shine. Meet at the exit 6A park n’ ride at 8:30.  
Additional information, such as free lunch and prizes for participants, is posted on the website. 

Rabies Clinic – May 1st from 10 am to noon at the Highway Garage – for dogs, cats and ferrets. 
$10 per animal – cash only.  Residents may obtain their dog license at the same time for an 
additional $6.  See website for additional information.  

Land Trust & Louttit Library Earth Day Celebration – May 1st at the library from noon to 4.  This 
event will include music, exhibits, rock climbing wall, nature hike, food, local vendors, etc.  

Ben Tavares was invited to attend the New England Pop Warner Scholar Banquet at Gillette 
Stadium.  Players need to have to have a grade point average of 96 or above to be considered 
for this honor.  Ben won a scholar award for his academic achievements. 

Many residents have called asking about tree work being done by ABC Tree Trimming.  They 
have been hired by and are working for National Grid – not the town.  

 

 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Kaltschnee moved to approve the Consent Agenda with a correction noted to the minutes of 
April 7, 2011.  Smith seconded.  VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – aye, Andrews ‐ aye, 
Kaltschnee ‐ aye, Smith ‐ aye.   

I.   MINUTES 
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1.  MINUTES OF MEETING OF MARCH 9, 2011   
 
2.    MINUTES OF MEETING OF MARCH 14, 2011 
 
3.    MINUTES OF MEETING OF MARCH 24, 2011 
 
4.  MINUTES OF MEETING OF MARCH 30, 2011 
 
5.  MINUTES OF MEETING OF APRIL 7, 2011 
 
6.  MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE SESSION ‐ MARCH 9, 2011 (SEALED) 
 
7.  MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE SESSION ‐ MARCH 14, 2011 (SEALED) 
 
8.   MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE SESSION ‐ MARCH 24, 2011 (SEALED) 
 
II.  REPORTS 
 
1.  TOWN CLERK RECEIPTS – MARCH, 2011 
 
2.  PLANNING DEPT. MONTHLY REPORT – MARCH, 2011   
 
3.  TAX OFFICE MONTHLY REPORT – MARCH, 2011 
 
4.  POLICE DEPT. MONTHLY REPORT – MARCH, 2011 
   
5.  TREASURER'S REPORT ‐ MARCH, 2011 
 
6.  HIGHWAY DEPT. MONTHLY REPORT ‐ MARCH, 2011 
 
 
 
 
III.  CORRESPONDENCE 
 
1.  CONSERVATION COMMISSION ‐ MINUTES OF MARCH 3, 2011  
 
2.  TIMOTHY REGAN, P.E. 
  CHERENZIA & ASSOCIATES, LTD. 
  MARCH 14, 2011 
  RE:  WEST GREENWICH LANDFILL COST ESTIMATE  
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3.  WEST GREENWICH LAND TRUST 

RE:  TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR A SPECIAL EVENTS CONTRACT AGREEMENT 
  PALMER MEETING HOUSE AND PLAIN MEETING HOUSE 
 
4.  COPY OF LETTER FROM CHIEF RONALD P. LEPRE 
  TO ALFRED A. CARDI, SMARTBUS 
  MARCH 9, 2011 
  RE:  SMARTBUS 
 
5.  COPY OF LETTER TO JAMES FALVEY 
  FROM TOWN ADMINISTRATOR KEVIN BREENE 
  MARCH 23, 2011 
  RE:  HIRING FOR JANITORIAL POSITION 
 
6.  COPY OF MEMO TO TOWN TREASURER COLLEEN DERJUE 
  FROM TOWN ADMINISTRATOR KEVIN BREENE 
  MARCH 30, 2011 
  RE:  RETIREMENT OF PAUL CASTO 
 
7.  US CENSUS BUREAU 
  MARCH 30, 2011 
  RE:  2010 CENSUS COUNT QUESTIONS RESOLUTION 
 
8.  SCOTT BILL HIRST 
  APRIL 1, 2011 
  RE:  OPPOSITION TO HOUSE BILL H 5458 

MAKING ANY FINANCIAL TOWN MEETING OR REFERENDUM TO SET A CITY OR TOWN'S 
BUDGET OR TAX RATE SUBJECT TO STATE ELECTION LAWS 

9.  MUNICIPAL CLERKS EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
  MARCH 29, 2011 

RE:  NOTIFICATION TO ERIN LIESE OF AWARD OF SCHOLARSHIP IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$400  FOR MUNICIPAL CLERK INSTITUTE 

 
10.  RHODE ISLAND TOWN AND CITY CLERKS' ASSOCIATION 
  APRIL 4, 2011 

RE:  NOTIFICATION TO ERIN LIESE OF AWARD OF SCHOLARSHIP IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$450 FOR MUNICIPAL CLERK INSTITUTE 

 
11.  RI DEM 
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RE:  APRIL 15TH WORKSHOP TO DISCUSS FINDINGS OF STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT AND 
  SCHEDULE FOR TMDL WATER QUALITY  RESTORATION STUDIES 

 
IV.  ADDITIONS, ABATEMENTS, REBATES & UNCOLLECTABLES 
 
1.  REQUEST OF TAX ASSESSOR/TAX COLLECTOR – APRIL 8, 2011   

 March   
    

ACCT #  NAME AMOUNT REASON 
        
    
    
  Abatements 2010-2011   
     

19-0023-37 Salisbury, John D $239.65 Military Exemption 
 
V.  CHECK SUMMARY REPORT 
 
1.  MARCH, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS     
 
LIQUOR LICENSING BOARD 
 
Woloohojian moved to adjourn as the Town Council and convene as the Liquor Licensing Board 
at 7:05 p.m.  Kaltschnee seconded.  VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – aye, Andrews ‐ aye, 
Kaltschnee ‐ aye, Smith ‐ aye.   

Tourgee opened the following public hearing: 

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH 
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APPLICATIONS TO TRANSFER 
CLASS BV 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES 
BIG RIVER INN, INC. TO THE NUTZ ON NOOSENECK, LLC 
CHEN'S BUFFET & GRILL, LLC TO THE ROCK HOUSE, LLC 

 
Notice is hereby given by the Town Council of the Town of West Greenwich, being the licensing 
board in said town, under Title 3 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, 1956 as amended, that 
the following have applied for Transfer of Class BV Alcoholic Beverage Licenses as follows: 
 
Big River Inn Inc. to The Nutz on Nooseneck, LLC d/b/a The Nutz on Nooseneck for premises 
located at 809 Nooseneck Hill Road, West Greenwich, RI  02817 
 

And 
 
Chen’s Buffet & Grill, LLC to the Rock House, LLC d/b/a the Rock House for premises located at 
731 Centre of New England Blvd., West Greenwich, RI  02817 
 
The above applications will be in order for hearing at a meeting of the West Greenwich Town 
Council being the licensing board for said town on the 13th day of  April, A.D., 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Town Hall, 280 Victory Highway, West Greenwich, RI, at which time and place all 
remonstrants may make their objections.  Individuals requesting interpreter services for the 
hearing impaired must notify the Town Clerk’s Office at 392‐3800, ext. 100 72 hours in advance 
of the hearing date. 
          By order of the West Greenwich Town Council 
          Janet E. Olsson, CMC, Town Clerk 
 
APPLICATION TO TRANSFER CLASS BV LIQUOR LICENSE OF 
BIG RIVER INN, INC. TO THE NUTZ ON NOOSENECK, LLC   
 
Mr. Greg Jarvis not present due to illness.  He was represented by Jack Smith. 
Mr. Smith was advised by the Town Solicitor that approval would be subject to all claims and a 
Certificate of Good Standing from the Division of Taxation.   
 
Dan Novak questioned what  type of  restaurant  this was  to be.   Mr. Smith noted  it would be 
similar to what had been there. 
 
Kaltschnee moved to grant the transfer of the Class BV Liquor License of Big River  Inn,  Inc. to 
The Nutz  on Nooseneck,  LLC  subject  to  compliance with  all  State  and  local  ordinances  and 
statues  and  obtaining  a  Certificate  of  Good  Standing  from  the  Division  of  Taxation  and 
payments to outstanding creditors.  Woloohojian seconded. 
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VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – aye, Andrews ‐ aye, Kaltschnee – aye, Smith – aye.  

 
APPLICATION TO TRANSFER CLASS BV LIQUOR LICENSE OF 
CHEN'S BUFFET & GRILL, LLC TO THE ROCK HOUSE, LLC   
 
Mr. Henry Ottoviano was present.   He noted  the Division of  Taxation would be paid by  the 
owner of the property. 
 
He noted it would be an upscale establishment. 
 
Andrews moved to grant the transfer of the Class BV Liquor License of Chen’s Buffet & Grill, LLC 
to  the Rock House, LLC subject  to compliance with all State and  local ordinances and statues 
and obtaining a Certificate of Good  Standing  from  the Division of Taxation and payments  to 
outstanding creditors.   
Woloohojian seconded.  VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – aye, Andrews ‐ aye, Kaltschnee – aye, 

Smith – aye.  

Wolohoojian moved to adjourn as the Liquor Licensing Board and reconvene as the Town 
Council at 7:14 p.m.  Kaltschnee seconded.  VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – aye, Andrews ‐ 

aye, Kaltschnee – aye, Smith – aye.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
VICTUALING LICENSE  ‐ THE NUTZ ON NOOSENECK, LLC 
 
HOLIDAY/SUNDAY SALES LICENSE ‐ THE NUTZ ON NOOSENECK, LLC 
 
Smith moved to approve a Victualing License and Holiday/Sunday Sales License for the Nutz on 
Nooseneck, LLC.  Kaltschnee seconded.  VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – aye, Andrews ‐ aye, 

Kaltschnee – aye, Smith – aye.  

RHODY ROVERS – MOTORCYCLE EVENTS 
  MAY 22, 2011  – BOB LEYDEN MEMORIAL ENDURO RALLY 
  JULY 16 & 17, 2011 ‐ ANNUAL TURKEY RUN RALLY 
 
Mr.  Paul Hart was present.  He noted the route of the rallys.  He noted proceeds for these 
events were used for scholarships.  He noted the speed limit for these events was 24 m.p.h.   
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He noted a $1,000,000.00 liability insurance policy naming the Town of West Greenwich as an 
insured party is to be delivered to the Town Clerk’s office before each event is held. 
 
Woloohojian moved to approve motorcycle events for the Rhody Rovers on May 22, 2011 and 
July 16 & 17 with a stipulation that a copy of a $1,000,000.00 liability insurance policy naming 
the Town of West Greenwich as an insured party is to be delivered to the Town Clerk’s office 
before each event is held. Andrews seconded.   VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – aye, 
Andrews ‐ aye, Kaltschnee ‐ aye, Smith ‐ aye.   

REPORT ON THE CITIZEN'S CONVERSATIONS OF THE FUTURE OF WEST GREENWICH 
 
Dan Novak and Kathy Swann provided a report on the Citizen’s Conversations of the Future of 
West Greenwich that the West Greenwich Conservation Commission had sponsored. 
 
Kathy Swann noted the Conversations were a follow‐up of a survey that was conducted by the 
Conservation Commission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following report was provided to the Town Council. 
 

Citizen Conversations on the Future of West Greenwich 

Report to the 

West Greenwich Town Council 

April 13, 2011 

Citizen Conversations on the Future of West Greenwich were a series of three community forums hosted by the West Greenwich 
Conservation Commission.  The Conversations brought residents together to discuss our town’s future and our role as citizens in making 
West Greenwich an environmental, economic, and community success.  The first Conversation identified participants’ perceptions of 
West Greenwich’s strengths and challenges.  Citizens at the second Conversation brainstormed ideas for further exploration and action. 
The final Conversation focused on recommendations and action steps.  Emphasis throughout the Conversations was on the rural 
character of West Greenwich, its sustainability, preservation, and the resources it provides. 

The Conversations were designed to encourage the awareness and responsibility of our citizens as stakeholders.  Our goal was to create 
an informal and congenial setting with meaningful conversation, moving beyond the often tired and well‐worn debates and emphasizing 
the power of engaged citizens.  The Conversation series was neither final nor complete, but it was an important beginning for dialogue, 
involvement, and shared commitment to West Greenwich and the quality of life it offers.  Feedback from the participants requested more 
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opportunities to engage with issues, gather as a community, and initiate activities to strengthen West Greenwich.  The Conversations had, 
themselves, become an important opportunity for gathering, exploring, and socializing.  The medium was, indeed, the message. 

The attached report summarizes the purpose, process, and outcomes of the Citizen Conversations.  It includes: 

• PowerPoint from a presentation to the West Greenwich Town Council on April 13, 2011. 
• Group Brainstorming Results from the Conversations, with specific ideas and suggestions relating to: 

o Land and Nature 
o Community, Culture, Tone, and Spirit 
o Sources of Energy 
o Business and Development 

• Evaluations 
o Citizen Conversation #2 –  January 23, 2011 
o Citizen Conversation #3 – February 27, 2011 

We hope that this report encourages feedback for possible next steps in this project.  It is not intended as suggestions or requests for 
town officials’ action.  It is to request guidance on how these suggestions align with town work, both underway and in planning.  Input 
from the town’s leaders will help the citizens involved in this initiative determine the need, function, and goals of any future 
Conversations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dan Novak, Chair, West Greenwich Conservation Commission 

Sandra Bockes, Secretary, West Greenwich Conservation Commission 

Kathleen Swann, Facilitator 

 

 

Citizen Conversations on the Future of West Greenwich 

  
GROUP BRAINSTORMING RESULTS 
Land and Nature 

  

1. 

• Getting kids to land more about nature and to get outside more 
• Get rid of grass lawns 
• Habitat diversity 
• Pasture reclamation 
• How many people take advantage of the currently protected land? 
• How to promote the use of protected land? 
• Emphasis is on protecting private property in perpetuity 

 

2. 

• Alton Jones property? Used to have student tours 
• Needs master plan for Town for land development 
• Selectively cut forests 
• Source for walking trails & recreation areas 
• Welcome package for new residents with maps, etc. 
• Could land owners lease land for community gardens or farms for young people 
• Cultivate wild plants for food 
• Utilize open areas for farms & gardens  
• Whole connection to nature 
• Plant coreopsis: mosquitoes don’t like it 

 

3. 
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• Public education about our natural resources (forums/website/hands-on) 
• Get rid of light pollution 
• Promote conservation development 
• Habitat restoration or creation 
• Community composting facility 
• Permaculture 
• Mushroom cultivation – Paul Stamets “6 ways mushrooms can help save the world”  You Tube video – Ted conference  

 

Actions 

• Encourage native bees & other pollinators by planting strips of preferred flowers. 
• Make public open space available for woodlots/gardens. 
• Encourage people to sell development rights to conserve property. 
• Teach people about wild foods. 
• Could grow mushrooms in the open space woods. 
• Public education programs. 
• Encourage use of recreation areas. 
• Put together information/welcome package for new residents. 
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Citizen Conversations on the Future of West Greenwich 

 
GROUP BRAINSTORMING RESULTS 
Community, Culture, Tone, and Spirit 

 

In the group focused on Community, we felt a great yearning for connecting with others around common themes:  

 

• There was great interest in the Community Center being finished behind the library: 
o What is it for?  Can it be reserved?  Can anyone drop in? 
o Could there be monthly pot luck dinners? 
o A place to learn – health, yoga, etc. 

• Understanding the natural environment, families getting out in it with kids, caring for our beautiful town. 
o Possibly a skateboarding park. 
o Build & maintain nature trails, bike paths. 

• Want to know who does what around town: a Community Service List. 
• Bartering for services – develop a local bartering currency.  
• And who needs help – the West Greenwich website could serve as a way to connect people and resources. 
• Start a West Greenwich Art Council, and promote an Open Studios tour. 
• Develop a Park & Ride area, with public transportation more available in town. 
• A ‘Bucket List’ for West Greenwich – places to see in WG before you die.  And make these places available and accessible. 
• Begin Geocaching!   

o Geocaching is a treasure hunting game where you use a GPS to hide and seek containers with other participants in the 
activity. 

o See  www.geocaching.com  
• Dan’s Place could be a community resource – if the music were toned down so people could actually hear each other.  This is a 

resource worth cultivating: we should connect with Dan about it. 
• A community garden. 
• A Farmers Market. 
• A Good Co-op. 
• Make connections with Alton Jones campus and the Greene School for community involvement. 
• Community Kitchens – state inspected. 
• Develop a ‘Free House’ section at the Transfer Station – a place to give away and find useful items. 
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Citizen Conversations on the Future of West Greenwich 

 
GROUP BRAINSTORMING RESULTS 
Sources of Energy 

 

Priority Ideas 

• Solar panels 
• Sustainable forestry – logging and firewood 
• Sustainable management and stewardship of wood lots and wood resources 
• Wind power 
• Large number or scaled wind farms 
• Land – What is plentiful/abundant in town? – “land power” 
• Hydrogen fuel cells 
• Advanced tech sources and/or ‘generators’ (distributed into each home/facility) 
• Renewable energy requirements in new housing 
• Housing retrofits and housing generating energy 
• Hydrogen fuel cells 
• Advanced tech sources and/or ‘generators’ (distributed into each home/facility) 
• Renewable energy requirements in new housing 
• Housing retrofits and housing generating energy 
• Collective solutions: e.g. community farming coops and localized wind turbine, e.g. for Blueberry Heights folks (people who can’t do 

heavy physical labor but can contribute in some cooperative way) 
• Recommendations: zoning ordinances for new building construction (requiring green materials, components, renewables, 

applications… e.g. a certain percentage of renewable energy generation… active or passive generation of renewable utilities/power… 
• “Smaller carbon footprint actually raises my standard of living!” 
• Planning recommendations:  town wide power/energy/utility as generating town wide income: e.g. wind farms for whole community, 

as in Altuna, Binghamton, and Clinton, in upper New York State – if whole town got on board, energy $ tax savings but also surplus, 
town rent land to wind farm companies and management 

• How to capitalize on people skills? (local artisans and artists) 
 

Other Ideas 

• Bio-diesel fuel – truck stop 
• Oil and grease waste and byproducts 
• Passive solar 
• Geothermal energy 
• Water power 
• Ethanol 
• Switchgrass 
• Woods – different kinds, like bamboo 
• Hemp 
• Biomass 
• Corn for pellet stoves 
• Nuclear 
• Houses components: solar powered shingles, panels, systems 
• Building efficiency guidelines and/or requirements 
• Households: individual households growing some of own food 
• Households collecting/harvesting rainwater in rain barrels 
• Food: all aspects of community farming 
• Reduced consumption demands 
• Reduce waste and wasteful processes 
• Electric and/ or hybrid cars 
• Charging stations for electric vehicles 
• Getting serious about recycling – “upcycling” 
• Transfer station adequate? – e.g. electronics disposal 
• Possible town uses of Big River land 
• Self-employment and homegrown businesses and occupations 
• Business wastes and byproducts as potential commodities, potential products and resources 
• Low-tech (e.g. rain barrels) 
• “Renewables” (wind, solar, biomass), along with high-tech solutions and companies, green buildings and systems and materials 
• Self-sufficiency good, but bartering solutions and cooperative possibilities are good, too! 
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Citizen Conversations on the Future of West Greenwich 

 
GROUP BRAINSTORMING RESULTS 
Business and Development 

 

Ideas 

• Promote outdoor recreation tours (any kind) on conservation and public land – to be offered by a local recreation outfitter.  Can that 
protected land be used?  How/ For what?   

• What about being sure to think about if we use the natural resource—are we exploiting the resources?  How far can we go? 
• Promote farm tours. 
• We’d like more public and non-profit sponsored ‘open houses.’  (like West Greenwich Land Trust’s ‘Celebrate West Greenwich Day’ 

and ‘Walk and Ride on the Rural Side,’ RI Tree Farm walks/talks, etc.) 
• We need places to go to do things nearby—things for youth and adults to do (ideas:  pool, ice rink, bowling, health club, YMCA):  

Indoor Recreation and socializing. 
• We need a grocery store. 
• How much land is actually available for business development?  For organized recreation possibilities? 
• How can we learn about our local skills and talent and businesses? 
• Slow Money- local investment and bartering. 
• Local designated Social Network, similar to Facebook. 
• Do we look at West Greenwich as an island? 
• What about something to foster the arts for everyone, such as galleries, workshops, classes, studios?  (there are programs in other 

communities such as Foster – ‘Fostering the Arts,’ Pawtucket, etc.) 
• We need something to help people get around (especially young people).. what kind of transportation opportunities are there?  A park 

and ride, access to public transportation, etc. 
• If Exit 5 gets developed, we want to see it benefiting everyone in Town (young and old and everyone in between) for physical use.   

 

 

Action/ Further Steps 

• We need to find out if it is feasible to have a Health/Recreation Facility—is it possible for the Town to initiate a feasibility study? 
o Why not locate one right in Centre of New England? 
o What about the gravel bank land at Exit 5? 
o Does it need to be more regional to work?   

• Can we approach organizations, such as the YMCA, to see if they are interested in locating in Town?   
• The Town needs a feasibility study on these things:  recreation center, grocery store, etc. 
• Talk to the land owners- bring them into these discussions/ meetings. 
• Someone to develop a resource/database of our local talent, skills, businesses, expertise, and (hidden, diverse, unexpected) resources 

(examples:  if anyone has any ‘incubator’ 
• space available, or actual cash to get someone started in a business (i.e. slow money) 
• Re-mobilize the Economic Development Committee!!! 
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Citizen Conversations on the Future of West Greenwich 

Feedback Form Results 

January 23, 2011 

 

Attendance: 21 (including facilitators?) 

Responses: 12 

 

How was the format of the session? 

Excellent  5 Good  6 Fair  0 Poor  0 

Very Good  1 (write in)    

Comments: 

• Maybe a few minutes longer for first sessions 
• Good circulation format! 
• Too much talking at the beginning 
• INTEGRATION remains a challenge! 
• Wish we could stay in group long enough to develop and own ideas generated 

 

How was the location? 

Excellent  7 Good  5 Fair  0 Poor  0 

Comments: 

• Comfortable 
• Town chambers adequate! 
• Wish we could meet in new community center 
• Just right for this size group! 

 

Did the session meet your expectations?             __11_Yes     __0__No 

Comments: 

• An ambitious amount of ideas – big challenge to get a lot of them going 
• I think so… 
• More of this please! 

 

What did you enjoy most? 

• The people & free exchange of ideas 
• Diversity of people and ideas 
• People’s liveliness 
• Open discussion, range of ideas 
• Getting to know + work with others 
• Sharing ideas 
• The discussions 

 

What could be improved? 

• Continue forums, perhaps every couple of months 
• Not sure 
• NEED TO THINK FURTHER ABOUT 
• Keep Kathy facilitating 
• More people, outreach 
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• Longer group sessions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which topic(s) are of most interest to you? (Check all that apply.) 

__8__ Land and Nature 

__6__ Community 

__5__ Sources of Energy 

__6__ Business and Development 

__2__ Tone and Culture 

_____ Other _________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Suggestions or ideas for the next Conversation: 

• These issues require serious commitment and action 
• NEED TO THINK ABOUT THIS ONE! 
• Get Pro’s involved: Bank Land owner Business owners 

 

 

Response Rate   57% 

 

Format of the Session 

Excellent 42% 

Very Good 8% (write in) 

Good 50% 

Fair 0 

Poor 0 

 

Location of the Session 

Excellent 58% 

Good 42% 
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Fair 0 

Poor 0 

 

Met Expectations 

Yes 92% 

No 0 

Thinking about it 8% (write in) 

Poor 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topics of Interest 

Land and Nature 67% 

Community 50% 

Sources of Energy 42% 

Business and Development 50% 

Tone and Culture 17% 

Other 0 
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Citizen Conversations on the Future of West Greenwich 

Feedback Form Results 

February 27, 2011 

 

 

Attendance: 19 

Responses: 11 

 

 

How was the format of the session? 

Excellent  9 Good  2 Fair  0 Poor  0 

Comments: 

• More meetings like this, please! 
• First meeting, sorry I missed the first two 

 

 

How was the location? 

Excellent  6 Good  5 Fair  0 Poor  0 

Comments: 

 

 

Did the session meet your expectations?             __10_Yes     __0__No 

Comments: 

• I really didn’t know what to expect 
 

 

What did you enjoy most? 

• The people 
• Talking with fellow citizens of WG – which we probably did too much 
• The interaction 
• The good ideas, energy, goods will, and friendship 
• Exchange of ideas 
• Learning other people’s ideas 
• The great ideas 
• People, ideas 
• Great group 
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What could be improved? 

• Board members, committee members from town (planning, etc.) 
• Perhaps separate rooms for the group discussions.  It was hard to concentrate with all the background noise 
• More people 
• More of these! 
• Get more people here 
• Have more meetings 
• More officials in attendance 

 

What is your reaction to these gatherings so far? 

• I feel that it is possible for residents to make a difference in our town 
• Good / town meeting style / necessary order and / people talking together 
• Best meetings I’ve been to in WG 
• Good 
• Great 
• Great 
• Love em! 
• Keep going 

 

 

What questions do you still have? 

• The possibility of other energy resources – solar, outdoor wood furnace 
• Wood burning outdoor stoves legislation 
• Wood stoves and turbines 
• How to achieve some of these things 
• How can we go to the next level 

 

Where do you want to go – or what do you want to see – now? 

• More community spirit – get more involved – schools? Community groups? 
• Meeting every other month to work on the suggestions that were made 
• Ways to lower taxes 
• Get familiar with WG website to see where these ideas can plug in 
• ? 
• Have to do some research and start on something 
• Mostly keep it rural 
• Action! 

 

Suggestions or ideas for the future: 

• Outdoor event just for discussion etc./fun 
• More people using town website 
• Stay the same path 
• Maybe every other month meetings.  Need more time 
• Get more people involved 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Response Rate   58% 

 

 



  18

 

Format of the Session 

Excellent 82% 

Good 18% 

Fair 0 

Poor 0 

 

Location of the Session 

Excellent 55% 

Good 45% 

Fair 0 

Poor 0 

 

Met Expectations 

Yes 91% 

No 0 

 
Novak thanked Swann for her efforts. 
 
Sandy Bockes presented a plaque and read a letter from the Conservation Commission to Paul 
Kaltschnee for his 15+ years of service to the Conservation Commission. 
 
RESIGNATION – CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
Woloohojian moved to accept with regret the resignation of Debra Cotrone from the 
Conservation Commission.  Andrews seconded.  VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – aye, 
Andrews ‐ aye, Kaltschnee ‐ aye, Smith ‐ aye.   
 
It was noted that there was to be another resignation from Katie O'Neill. 
 
APPOINTMENTS ‐ CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
Andrews moved  to  re‐appoint  Linda  Eastman  to  the  Conservation  Commission  for  a  3‐year 
term.    Kaltschnee  seconded.    VOTED:    Tourgee  –  aye, Woloohojian  –  aye,  Andrews  ‐  aye, 
Kaltschnee ‐ aye, Smith ‐ aye.   
 
The remaining appointments would be made next month. 
 
 
APPOINTMENTS – LAND TRUST 
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No action was taken on this matter. 
 
EXTENSION OF TRANSFER STATION CONTRACT 
 
Mrs. Angie Briggs was present. 
 
Kaltschnee moved to approve the extension of the Transfer Station Contract with Edward F. 
Briggs Disposal, Inc.  Smith seconded.   
VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – aye, Andrews ‐ aye, Kaltschnee ‐ aye, Smith ‐ aye.   

It was announced that the Transfer Station would close at 2:00 p.m. on Easter Sunday. 
 
REQUEST TO PURCHASE POLICE VEHICLE 
 
Chief Lepre reported on the status of the fleet. 
 
Discussion was held on the number of police vehicles the town had. 
 
Woloohojian moved to approve the request to purchase a new 2010 patrol car using the 
Vehicle Purchase fund in the amount of $33,277. 
Kaltschnee seconded.  VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – aye, Andrews ‐ aye, Kaltschnee – aye, 

Smith – aye.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF OPPOSING BINDING ARBITRATION 
 
Andrews moved to approve the following resolution. 
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Smith seconded.  VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – aye, Andrews ‐ aye, Kaltschnee ‐ aye, 
Smith ‐ aye.   
 
 

Town of West Greenwich 
Town Council 

Resolution Opposing Binding Arbitration 
 

WHEREAS:  Current state law does not provide for mandatory binding arbitration on monetary matters for school teachers and other school 
employees; and 
 
WHEREAS:  Payroll cost is the largest single expenditure in school budgets; and 
 
WHEREAS:  School districts and cities and towns have seen a calamitous reduction of state aid and; 
 
WHEREAS:  There is a projected $400 million dollar gap in the upcoming FY 2012 budget and that may result in further state aid reductions and; 
 
WHEREAS:  Taxpayers are already burdened by some of the highest property taxes nationally and; 
 
WHEREAS:  School districts and cities & towns must comply with §RIGL 44‐5‐2, that caps the property tax levy imposed by municipalities and; 
 
WHEREAS:  According to § 16‐2‐9 (d) "The school committee of each school district shall be responsible for maintaining a school budget which 
does not result in a debt." and; 
 
WHEREAS:  Mandatory binding arbitration would take away from locally elected officials the ability to control the biggest component of local 
budgets; and 
 
WHEREAS:  The proposed mandatory binding arbitration legislation being advanced by its proponents does not take in to account student 
welfare, conformation with existing property tax caps (R.I.G.L. 44‐5‐2), recognition of management responsibilities, the cost of implementing 
the Basic Education Program and other unfunded mandates; now, therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED:  that the West Greenwich Town Council respectfully requests the Rhode Island General Assembly to oppose 2010 ‐ H 7581 and 
reject any and all binding arbitration legislation currently being considered for teacher and other school employee contracts; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED:  that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Town's State Representatives and State Senator and the Governor. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I do hereby set my hand, and cause the Corporate Seal of the Town of West Greenwich to be affixed this 13th day of 
April, in the year 2011. 

            /s/ Mark D. Tourgee 
            Mark D. Tourgee, President 
            West Greenwich Town Council 

 
ATTEST: /s/ Janet E. Olsson 
               Janet E. Olsson, CMC 
              Town Clerk 

 
 
FIRST READING ‐ AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 48 ‐ ORDINANCE REGULATING THE 
KEEPING OF DOGS WITHIN THE TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH 
 
Animal Control Officer Wendy Andrews explained the proposed changes to the Ordinance. 
 
Woloohojian moved first reading.  Smith seconded.            
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VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – aye, Andrews ‐ aye, Kaltschnee ‐ aye, Smith ‐ aye.   

PUBLIC FORUM 
 
Sandra Bockes commented on fisher cats in Providence. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – PURSUANT TO RIGL 42‐46‐5,A 2  ‐  COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
RELATIVE TO WEST GREENWICH FIRE & RESCUE ASSOCIATION LOCAL 4771 
INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF POLICE OFFICERS LOCAL 517 
LABORERS’ INTERNATIONAL UNION OF NORTH AMERICA, AFL‐CIO LOCAL UNION 1322 
 
Andrews moved to go into Executive Session at 8:41 p.m. pursuant to RIGL 42‐45‐5, a, 2 – 
Collective bargaining relative to West Greenwich Fire & Rescue Association Local 4771, 
International Brotherhood of Police Officer Local 517, Laborers’ International Union of North 
America, AFL‐CIO Local Union 1322.  Smith seconded.  VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – 
aye, Andrews ‐ aye, Kaltschnee – aye, Smith – aye.  

Smith moved to come out of Executive Session and seal the minute at 10:45 p.m.  Kaltschnee 
seconded.  VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, Woloohojian – aye, Andrews ‐ aye, Kaltschnee – aye, Smith 
– aye.  (Andrews was not present for this vote.) 

Kaltschnee moved to adjourn at 10:45 p.m.   Smith seconded.  VOTED:  Tourgee – aye, 
Woloohojian – aye, Andrews ‐ aye, Kaltschnee – aye, Smith – aye.   (Andrews was not present 
for this vote.) 

 

Janet E. Olsson, CMC 
Town Clerk 
 


