TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 3, 2013

A regular meeting of the West Greenwich Conservation Commission was held on
January 3, 2013. Present were: Daniel Novak, Linda Eastman, Robert Zuleger,
Christopher Grube and Sandra Bockes. Absent: Clifton Sundelin.

Novak called the meeting to order at 7:07 P.M.
There were no requests for advisory reviews.
MINUTES: FEastman moved to accept the Minutes as written. Novak seconded.

Voted: Novak, Eastman and Bockes - Aye; Grube - Abstain; Zuleger had not yet
arrived.

CORRESPONDENCE: There will be a Water Quality Monitoring Seminar on January 8.

NEWS & OBSERVATIONS: There were reflections and remembrances about Paul
Kaltschnee and possible ways to publicly recognize him. He always inspired
people to do their best.

There will be a new head of the EPA.
TREASURER'S REPORT: Due to the Treasurer's absence there was no reprt.

STATE/REGIONAL: The RIDEM is working on the meanings of a green economy. They
want to define what is truly green rather than "green-washed".

RIACC: One of the workshops at the Summit will be on affordable housing and
how it can fit into a community. Reservations are $40.00 if made by February

22, but are $55.00 if made after that.
BIG RIVER: It seems likely that RIDEM will be the new managers of the area.

They will not, however, be landlords. There was discussion on a draft of a
letter to be sent to the Council. The next meeting of The Concerned Citizens

for Big River will be on January 13.
NEW BUSINESS: Novak brought up the new subdivision that is going in near him

on Hopkins Hill Road. This property abuts some Audubon property and would
seem to have been worth preserving. They have a road in and are cutting the
trees down.

Zuleger brought up the fact that there are people using the transfer station
who simply do not recycle at all. Perhaps residents need a letter explaining
how recycling saves the town money and therefore them as well. Several people
made the point that in other places if people come to a transfer station and
do not have their trash separated for recycling they are turned away and are
not allowed to leave their trash. Various suggestions were made as to how

the recycling rate could be improved.
Eastman suggested that it would be good if we could have someone attend each

of the Council meetings in order to keep up on what is going on in Town and
to have someone available in case a question should arise about something in

a set of our Minutes.
Bockes moved to adjourn at 8:37 P.M. Grube seconded. Voted: unanimously
(5-0) - Aye.

Sandra S. Bockes, Secretary WGCC



TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 6, 2013

A regular meeting of the West Greenwich Conservation Commission was held on
February 6, 2013. Present were: Linda Eastman, Clifton Sundelin, Christopher
Grube, Robert Zuleger and Sandra Bockes. Absent: Daniel Novak.

Eastman called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M.
There were no requests for advisory reviews.

MINUTES: Grube moved to accept the Minutes as written. Eastman seconded.
Voted: Eastman, Grube and Bockes - Aye; Sundelin - Abstain; Zuleger arrived

a little later.

CORRESPONDENCE: There was a letter from the Governor's office acknowledging
receipt of the submission of Sundelin's name for a position on the Water
Resources Board.

The 28th Annual Rhode Island Statewide Historic Preservation Conference will
be on Saturday, April 27, in West Warwick.

NEWS & OBSERVATIONS: There will be a Rally on February 17, in Washington,
D.C. to urge the President to make climate change a priority.

The Land, Water & Conservation Summit at URI is March 9. Reservations must
be in by February 22 to get the $40.00 fee; after that it is $55.00.

Earth Day Clean-Up: Saturday, April 20 was chosen. Planning was begun. If
there is enough scrap metal, Grube suggested that one of the recyclers might
be able to provide a box just for that and then take it away and pay for the
metal. Bockes reported that she had some supplies left from last year. We
will need more bags, but may have enough gloves because many people prefer
to use their own that fit them better.

April 28 is the Land Trust's Earth Day event at the Town Hall. There was
discussion on having a display there.

March 23 is the Land Trust's turkey dinner. It is $25.00 per person.

TOWN COUNCIL: Bockes reported that our letter regarding the Big River Area
had been well received, that they intended to send one and that they agreed
that it was important that the town stay on top of whatever the state may
be planning for the area. She also reported that our suggestion regarding
Paul Kaltschnee was to be put on the February meeting, but that she would
not be able to attend that Council meeting due to being out of town.

TREASURER'S REPORT: The balance is still $1,194.48. The request from LMPA
has been submitted to the Town Treasurer for payment.

BIG RIVER: Zuleger reported that there is a lot more dumping of trash and
tires. The minutes of the last citizens' group were not available.

RIACC: There will be a roundtable at the Summit. Paul is being nominated

by IMPA and this Commission for the RI Blueways Award.
MEMBERSHIP: We still need one (1) regular and two (2) alternate members.

BUDGET: The request for the next fiscal year is due by February 15. After
discussion it was agreed to reguest just enough of an increase to cover the
rise in the cost of the water monitoring.

WORK PIAN: Bockes suggested that Big River be our priority.
Bockes moved to adjourn at 8:45 P.M. Zuleger seconded. Voted: unanimously

(5-0) - aye.

Sandra S. Bockes, Secretary WGCC -f;Cb~1¢i44a; f5 . Poekes



TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 6, 2013

A regular meeting of the West Greenwich Conservation Commission was held on
March 6, 2013. Present were: Daniel Novak, Clifton Sundelin, Christopher
Grube and Sandra Bockes. Absent: Linda Eastman and Robert Zuleger.

Novak called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M.

There were no regquests for advisory reviews.

MINUTES: CGrube moved to accept the Minutes as written. Sundelin seconded.
Voted: Sundelin, Grube and Bockes - Aye: Novak - Abstain.

CORRESPONDENCE: There was a request from RIACC for the annual dues of $100.00.
NEWS & OBSERVATIONS: The Summit is March 9. The Land Trust dinner is March
23. Our Earth Day Clean-Up will be April 20. The Land Trust Earth Day event
will be April 28.

Novak mentioned a movement in the eastern states,  called: "rewilding", that

would involve connecting various parks along the Appalachians to allow the
wildlife to safely travel from one area to another instead of being isolated

and becomlng inbred and prone to diseases.
TREASURER'S REPORT: The balance is still at $1,194.48.

BIG RIVER: We are still working on ideas for a land use plan. RIDEM will
be taking over management of the area.

L,"W & C SOMMIT: Novak stated that there will be a lot of good stuff and
that Kathy Swann will be facilitating the RIACC roundtable. It is a long
day, but always very interesting.

WATERSHED WATCH: The cost for monitoring has gone up again by $100.00.

MEMBERSHIP: We are still in need of three members (one regular and two
alternates).

EARTH DAY CLEAN-UP: Peter Gengler and Alan Winsor were in attendance from

the New England Mountain Biking Association, and Derek Wiaderski, Eric
Weybrant and Cody Nelligan were here from the Ocean State Jeepsters. Both
groups are valuable partners in our clean-ups. Mr Gengler stated that this
year there is one major site and then mostly roadside cleaning that needs to
take place. There is another large site, but that would require professionals.
He stated that he would make up maps and sign-in sheets. He then presented

us with a donation of $400.00 from NEMBA.

The Jeepsters and Grube made plans to check out the large site to see what
kind of equipment might be needed. Mr. Weybrant then presented us with a
donation of $200.00 from the Jeepsters.

We are grateful to both groups for their generous donations and all their
help at the clean-ups and in the planning stages.

Discussion then turned to plans for supplies needed, shirts and the meal.
Each person took on the various tasks to be accomplished prior to the next

meeting.
Bockes moved to adjourn at 8:25 P.M. Grube seconded. Voted: unanimously
(4-0) - aye. '

Sandra S. Bockes, Secretary WGCC :5c144¢£&5L_ fS . Pechors



TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

APRTL 3, 2013

A regular meeting of the West Greenwich Conservation Commission was held on
April 3, 2013. Present were: Dahiel Novak, Clifton Sundelin, Linda Eastman
and Christopher Grube. Absent: Sandra Bockes. Also in attendance for the

planning of the Clean-Up were: Peter Gengler and Ray Bondorew.

Novak called the meeting to order at 7:10 P.M.
There were no requests for Advisory Reviews.

MINUTES: Novak moved to accept the Minutes as written. Sundelin seconded.
Voted: Novak, Sundelin and Grube - Aye; Zuleger - Abstain. FEastman arrived
later in the meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE: There was a copy of a letter to the Town Council from the
Southern Rhode Island Conservation District.

We received a donation of $100.00 for the Earth Day Clean-Up from the
Wanttoknowhow Garden Club.

NEWS & OBSERVATIONS: Our Earth Day Clean-Up will be April 20. Participants
will meet at the Commuter parking lot at Exit 6A, at 8:30 A.M. After working
in the Big River Area, workers will enjoy a lunch at the Mishnock Barn.

Sunday April 28 is the Land Trust Earth Day Event at the Louttit Library.
Tuesday April 30 is the RIACC Open House at the Pilgrim Center in Warwick.
There was discussion on a possible lecture series on the history of Big River.

There was also discussion on a film series on the environment and sustainability.

REPORTS: There were no Town Council or Board updates.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Beginning Balance: $1,194.48. Donations added: $400.00
and $200.00. Paid RIACC Dues:$100.00. Ending Balance: $1,684.48.

BIG RIVER: There was discussion on a letter from Ken Burke concerning talks
with the Town, the Water Resources Board and RIDEM on the future of the Big
River Area. WRB and DEM may send representatives to the May meeting.

MEMBERSHIP: We are still in need of one standing member and two alternates.

HOPKINS HILL ROAD DEVELOPMEMT: A new subdivision is going in on 170 acres
that border both the Nature Conservancy and Audubon properties. Five houses
are currently planned, and the road is being installed now. Novak is planning

on contacting both organizations.

FARTH DAY CLEAN-UP: Plans were finalized for efforts on the large site off
of Hopkins Hilll Road. As always, there is also considerable roadside litter

in the area.
Zuleger moved to adjourn at 8:15 P.M. Sundelin seconded. Voted: unanimously
(5-0) - Aye. #3

< S
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Christopher Grube, Acting Secretary WGCC L///fil_- gﬁi’//’/" -



TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
CONSERVATION COMMISSTION
REGULAR MEETTNG

MAY 2013

Due to a miscommunication, the May 2013 meeting that had been scheduled for
May 9 was cancelled, and there was no regular meeting in the month of May.

P R T . T ey

Sandra S. Bockes, Secretary WGCC



TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
CONSERVATION COMMTISSION
REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 6, 2013

A regular meeting of the West Greenwich Conservation Commission was held on

. June 6, 2013. Present were: Daniel Novak, Linda Eastman, Clifton Sundelin,
Christopher Grube and Sandra Bockes. Absent: Robert Zuleger. Also present,

as a possible new member, was Claudia Chappelle. ’

Novak called the meeting to order at 7:09 P.M.

There were no requests for advisory reviews. Novak mentioned a subdivision
currently under development on Hopkins Hill Road. He has spoken to RIDEM,
The Audubon Society and The Nature Conservancy about this property.

NEWS/EVENTS/TRENDS/OBSERVATIONS: The Greene School is having its "Locavore®
dinner on June 14. Novak stated that he had been on a panel reviewing the

students' projects and that he had been very impressed.
A possible film/discussion series will be brought up at the next meeting.

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE: Crube stated that he and Zuleger had carried our banner
in the parade and that they discussed that we should have a float for next

year's parade.

MINUTES: Sundelin moved to accept the Minutes as written. Novak seconded.
Voted: Novak, Eastman, Sundelin and Grube - Aye; Bockes - Abstain.

PRESENTATION: PAWTUXET RTVER AUTHORITY & WATERSHED COUNCIL: Bob Nero and
Ross Adrain gave a very good presentation on the river system and watershed.
The Scituate Reservoir was formed by damming the North Branch of the Pawtuxet.
It provides 65% of the state's drinking water. The South Branch starts at the
Big River Management Area, and the two branches come together at River Point
Park , in West Warwick. The dam at Pawtuxet Vlimage was removed to allow
anadromous fish (Striped Bass) up the river to spawn. They had not been able
to be in the river in over 400 years. The Council has 15 members who are all
volunteers. They are hoping to get an associate member from West Greenwich.
Commissioner Zuleger had been one at one time.

EVENTS: Bockes suggested that we should have a canopy to protect our display
and members from sun and rain when we part1c1pate in events. She moved to
investigate and purchase the appropriate size and also moved to pay Dan Albro
$150.00 for allowing us to use the Mishnock Barn for the lunch on the day of
the Earth Day Clean-Up. Grube seconded. Voted: unanimously (5-0) - Aye.

TREASURER'S REPORT: The current balance is $1,084.48. The concern was
raised that the Watershed Watch needs to get its bill for $500.00 to us as it
is an expense of this fiscal year.

RIACC: Novak stated that they had a good workshop and that they are following
the "steep slopes bill" in the legislature. If passed, this would be very bad
for the cities and towns as it would force them to allow development on land
unsuitable due to steep slopes. It would overthrow local zoning.

GROW SMART R.I.: They have been highlighting good development projects, one
of which is down in Westerly.

NEW MEMBER: After seeing how one of our meetings is conducted, Claudia
Chappelle stated that she would be very interested in becoming a member of
the Commission. She has already sent a letter to the Council, and the
Secretary will also send one recommending her appointment.

Bockes moved to adjourn at 9:15 P.M. Grube seconded. Voted: unanimously

(5-0) - aye.

Sandra S. Bockes, Secretary WGCC :SgbchLAék {5 ,_:E5¢5C,¥24;&,



TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
CONSERVATION COMMTSSION
REGULAR MEETING

JuLy 11, 2013

A regular meeting of the West Greenwich Conservation Commission was held on
July 11, 2013. Present were: Daniel Novak, Linda Eastman, Robert Zuleger,
Clifton Sundelin, Christopher Grube, Claudia Chappelle and Sandra Bockes.

Novak called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M.
There were no requests for advisory reviews.

NEW MEMBER: Claudia Chappelle was welcomed as our new member. We now have
a full complement of regular members, but still need two alternates.

HOPKINS HILL ROAD: There are ongoing discussions regarding proposals for a
large tract of land on this road, part of which is currently under development.

MINUTES: Novak moved to accept the Minutes as written. Grube seconded.
Voted: Novak, Sundelin, Grube, Chappelle and Bockes - Aye; Zuleger - Abstain.
Eastman arrived a few minutes later.

CORRESPONDENCE: There was a notice about the Memorial Bricks that are being
done to go with the pavilion behind the Town Hall. Zuleger moved that we do
one from the Commission. Chappelle seconded. Voted; unanimously (7-0) - Aye.
We then decided to do one from the members, not out of our treasury, for Paul
Kaltschnee and Donald Harrington.

FALL PROGRAM: Bockes will check with the Library on the availability of the
Community Center for Sundays in September, October and November.

NEWS/EVENTS/TRENDS/OBSERVATIONS: We will continue to focus on Big River as a
very valuable asset to the town and state. )
There was discussion on various extremes in climate: fires, tornados, heat, etc.

ANIMAL SIGHTINGS: Both Chappelle and Zuleger said that they had seen a box
turtle on Hopkins Hill Road. While on their way to tonight's meeting Bockes
and Grube saw a Fisher crossing Seth Brown Road. A female turkey with five
young and another with ten was reported. Bockes stated that she had seen a
pair of Phoebes attacking a squirrel that had come too close to their nest.

TOWN COUNCIL: The Charter Commission recommended that due to the fact that

the Town Clerk's position has become much more complex and requires significant
training now that it needs to be a regular hired position and not an elected one.
The last time the Charter was amended all the other positions were changed, but
due to some oversight this one was not and it needs to be.

TREASURER'S REPORT: The final balance at June 30, 2013 was $27.49. On July 1
we begin the new fiscal year with $1,200.00. We received donations of $110.00
from the Jeepsters and $200.00 from Chris Grube for scrapping metal from the
Earth Day Clean-Up.

BIG RIVER: RIDEM is taking over its management from the Water Resources Board.

RIACC: They and others have sent letters against the "steep slopes" bills
that are on the Governor's desk.

HANDBOOK: Chappelle presented a very nice draft for a new book.

WEBSITE: We want to have interesting and fun things on it, such as sightings
of animals.

MEMORIAL, DAY: Grube said that he had gotten a trailer that sould be used to
make a float and that we need ideas.

Zuleger moved to adjourn at 8:50 P.M. Chappelle seconded. Voted: uanimously

(7-0) - Aye.
:§abyqaiﬂdﬂ; :5 . :]Eﬁc>Cz4€4%A=

Sandra S. Bockes, Secretary WGCC



TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

AUGUST 8, 2013

A regular meeting of the West Greenwich Conservation Commission was held on
August 8, 2013. Present were: Daniel Novak, Linda Eastman, Robert Zuleger,
Christopher Grube, Claudia Chappelle and Sandra Bockes. Absent: Clifton

Sundelin.
Novak called the meeting to order at 7:09 P.M.

There were no requests for advisory reviews. There was brief discussion on
a potential review of a property that had been identified as valuable in the
Conservation Inventory and which is under threat of development and of which
a part is currently being developed. The question was raised as to who is
responsible for maintaining detention ponds when a development has been
completed and the developer is no longer around because it seems that qguite
often they are just allowed to grow in with brush and weeds and so forth.

MINUTES: Crube moved to accept the Minutes as written. Zuleger seconded.
Eastman pointed out that there was a typo in the last sentence: the word is
"could", not "sould". Voted (with that one correction): unanimously (6-0) -
Aye.

CORRESPONDENCE: None.

NEWS, EVENTS, TRENDS & OBSERVATIONS: Novak commented on the tall plant with
yellow flowers, mullein, growing along the roads and that it is a medicinal
plant. Bockes added that the large, soft leaves can also be used as a form of
toilet paper.

The first in our series of events will be on September 15, with a presentation
on the pawtuxet River, and starts at 7:00 P.M.

There will be an Eco-Depot at the Town Hall, on September 24.
The Land Trust event, "Celebrate West Greenwich", will be on September 29.

TREASURER'S REPORT: No report due to Treasurer's absence.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD: Bockes reported that people from both the Truck
Stop and Condyne had been invited to talk about their plans for their respective
properties. At the Truck Stop they are currently working on improving the
store. The gentleman from Condyne stated that he is seeing improvement in the
economic climate in Massachusetts and hopes to see it in Rhode Island and to

be able to do something with their property at the G-Tech campus.

BIG RIVER: Trash is back, including rugs and mattresses that people have
dumped along the road. At an event sponsored by the Rhody Rovers a man from
Connecticut was killed in a tragic accident. The question was raised as to
whether a new plan for the area has been formed, and whether the Town has been
allowed to have any input into one. There is still concern over the ultimate
plan for the property, which should only be as water source and open space.

STATE/REGIONAL: The "Steep Slopes" bill passed and was signed by the Governor.
This may force towns to allow development on unsuitable land.

RHODEMAP RI: This was a series of forums on the future of the state that took
place from August 5 to 8.

HANDBOOK: Chappelle presented each of us with a copy. It is nearly complete
and is an excellent job.

WEBSITE: There was brief discussion.

INSECT: Zuleger had brought in a large beetle and questioned whether it could
be an Asian Longhorned Beetle. He provided the name and contact information
for a woman at RIDEM, and Bockes said that she would find out.

Bockes moved to adjourn at 8:35 P.M. Zuleger seconded. Voted: unanimously
(6-0) - Aye. Sandra S. Bockes, Secretary WGCC Samdac . Deockes



TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 5, 2013

A regular meeting of the West Greenwich Conservation Commission was held on
September 5, 2013. Present were: Daniel Novak, Linda Eastman, Clifton Sundelin,
Christopher Grube and Sandra Bockes. Absent: Robert Zuleger and Claudia Chappelle.

Novak called the meeting to order at 7:08 P.M.
There were no requests for advisory reviews.

MINUTES: Grube moved to accept the Minutes as written. Eastman seconded.
Voted: Novak, Eastman, Grube and Bockes - Aye; Sundelin - Abstain.

CORRESPONDENCE: There will be a series of workshops, called Rhode Map RI, about
state planning. They will be on: 9/5, 10/3, 11/7, and 1/9, at the URI Bay CAmpus.

TOWNN COONCIL: Bockes explained about the Special Referendum to be held on
October 22 regardingithe Town' Clerk's paosition.

TREASURER'S REPORT: There were no expenses. The current balance is $1,510.00.

RIACC: Novak stated that their website is a treasure trove of information. They
are exploring a new template and are starting on next year's Summit.

LAND TRUST: The Celebrate West Greenwich Day is September 29. We will be able
to use our canopy, and will have as our main theme Big River.

BIG RIVER: GZA, an environmental company, is looking for sites to clean up.
RIDEM is now officially responsible for management of the area. Our guest,

Kathy Swann, said that there are still 14 homes left. Seven are original owners
who have until 2034, and seven are others who only have until 2016 before they
have to be out. The group, Concerned Citizens for Big River, will be reconvening
and will have regular meetings on the second Sunday of the month, starting with
October 13. A website, Big River RI.orq,will launch soon. Mrs. Swann also said
that Representative Anthony Giarrusso is very interested in Big River and perhaps
he could come to one of the meetings. Novak stated that the September issue of
the free magazine, "Natural Awakenings", had a feature story on schools in the
state that are doing green projects, and that The Greene School was featured.

We need to be able to explain to people why Big River is important to everyone

in town whether or not they live near it.

HOPKINS HILL ROAD: There was much discussion about a proposed subdivision on

the William Pine property. This will be on the agenda for the September 16
Planning Board meeting.

ANIMAL SIGHTINGS: It was reported that there were two rabid coyotes around
Stubble Brook Road. They had attacked a pet cat.

The large beetle that had been found by Zuleger turned out to be a Pine Sawyer,
and not an Asian Longhorned Beetle, which was a great relief.

Bockes moved to adjourn at 8:55 P.M. Eastman seconded. Voted: unanimously
(5-0) - Aaye.

Sandra S. Bockes, Secretary WGCC fSwajc{JLgL_ fi),;:If)c:c/kL&JD




TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 3, 2013

A regular meeting of the West Greenwich Conservation Commission was held on
October 3, 2013. Present were: Daniel Novak, Linda Eastman, Clifton Sundelin,
Robert Zuleger, Christopher Grube and Sandra Bockes. Absent: Claudia Chappelle.

Novak called the meeting to order at 7:04 P.M.

REVIEW: The Town Planner has requested we do a preliminary review of the
proposed Pine Estates Phase 2 based on information provided to us and on the
site visit which took place on September 26, 2013. Commissioners Novak,
Eastman. Grube and Bockes attended the site visit.

Two abutters attended our meeting, Namvar and Farah Moghadam, and were allowed
to contribute to the conversation. They were very concerned that the project
would not cause flooding from stormwater runoff onto their property what with
the heavier rainstorms we have been subject to of late. They were also of a
mind that one-acre lots do not fit in with the rural character of the town,
that traffic is already a problem on Hopkins Hill Road, and that work is taking

place too early and too late on Sundays.

After much discussion, a list of questions was arrived at, Exhibit A, pages 1&2,
attached hereto and made a part hereof. Bockes moved to send this list to the
Town Planner. Grube seconded. Voted: unanimously (6-0) - Aye.

MINUTES: Crube moved to accept the Minutes as written. Sundelin seconded.
Voted: Novak, Eastman, Sundelin, Grube and Bockes - Aye; Zuleger - Abstain.

CELEBRATE WEST GREENWICH DAY: Novak stated that it was a great event with a
constant stream of people all day. The Pavilion is beautiful,.and our new
canopy worked very well. There was a lot of interest in our maps and in the

Big River area.
TREASURER'S REPORT: There were no expenses, so the balance is $1,510.00.

BIG RIVER: Trash is again a big problem. Zuleger stated that people are
driving way too fast on Hopkins Hi1ll Road. He also stated that the Cardi
Quarry is operating outside of its approved hours and that trucks coming out
of its road don't even stop, or even slow down, at the Stop sign but just
barrel out into Hopkins Hill Road.

Ken Burke is looking for input on a land use plan.
FIIM SERTES: The next showing will be on October 20 at 7:00 P.M. at the
Community Center behind the Library.

CONCERNED CITIZENS FOR BIG RIVER: Meetings are starting up again, and the
first one will be on October 13 at 6:00 P.M. at the Fire Station One. They
are then planned for the second Sunday of each month.

RIACC: They are working on the 2014 Summit, a new website, and a different
approach to the new "steep slopes" legislation.

RT GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL: They are having ongoing breakfasts focused on
updating Land Use Planning for 2020 to 2025.

ANIMAIL SIGHTINGS: Bockes stated that she had seen a flock of hen turkeys on
Plain Meeting House Road, and that one of the turkeys seemed to be partially
albino with white, tan and light brown feathers rather than the usual bronze

and dark brown ones.
Zuleger moved to adjourn at 9:35 P.M. Grube seconded. Voted: unanimously
(6-0) - Aye.

Sandra S. Bockes, Secretary WGCC f561415£¢CL_ f5 r 335¢>clbgac>



Exhibit A, page 1

“Pine Estates” Phase 2 Proposal

Some brief questions, in no particular order, mentioned in the preliminary discussion of the proposal by
the West Greenwich Conservation Commission at its regular October 3™ 2013 meeting

Have some input from neighborhood emphasizing water drainage and new experiences with flood
plains... More neighborhood feedback?

An impact study for the neighborhood generally?

Two versions of the proposal: version A with 27 two acre house lots, and version B with a conservation
set-aside of approximately half (40 acres) on the site and a denser plan of 17 one acres house lots

Lots: if version B, there should be a 75’ buffer that should extend behind all existing lots

Who will be responsible for maintaining the detention basins?

Has there been any biological study or survey done for threatened and/or endangered species, both
plant and animal?

Has there been a comprehensive soils study of all parts of the site?

Where are the grades going to end up?

Need to know how the developer proposes that both wells and septic systems can be safely put on one
acre lots.

Who would manage the open space portion in version B? According to what environmental goals and
guidelines?

Which plan — version A or B — would be best for the town now and in the long run?



W

Exhibit A, page 2

How does this development in either form support the town’s desire to maintain its “rural” character?

Today, right now and following current guidelines, could the 2 acre plan (version A as proposed) be
completed?

How many town building permits are currently being issued per year? How many can be issued per
year?

Has a traffic study of the area been done? (Already there have been complaints by residents, not only of
more traffic but dangerously speeding cars.)

Does the developer plan to selectively cut each lot?
Are some lots in each plan designed for affordable housing? Or it is all upscale housing?
What public access points would need to be provided in the event of open space preservation?

Exact location and adequacy of drainage/detention ponds?

WGCC would like to schedule a formal advisory review of this proposal...



TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 7, 2013

A regular meeting of the West Greenwich Conservation Commission was held on
November 7, 2013. Present were: Daniel Novak, Linda Eastman, Christopher
Grube and Sandra Bockes. Absent: Clifton Sundelin, Robert Zuleger and

Claudia Chappelle.
Novak called the meeting to order at 7:12 P.M.

There will be a review of the Pine Estates Phase 2 proposal at the next
meeting.

MINUTES: Novak moved to accept the Minutes with the correction that it is
the Rhode Map Tour meetings at which Land Use Planning is being updated, not
at the RI Green Building Council breakfasts. Also, the Big River meetings
are held at 6:30, not 6:00 P.M. Grube seconded. Voted: unanimously (4-0) -
Aye.

CORRESPONDENCE: The schedule of meetings for 2014 was received from the
Clerk. Bockes will inform her that they are okay.

TREASURER'S REPORT: No report due to the absence of the Treasurer.
LAKE MONITORING: There will be no monitoring for several months.

BIG RIVER AREA: RIDEM will be managing its natural resources as a future
water supply. A Land Management Plan is being worked on. Stakeholders
should have input prior to a public hearing. Current recreation will likely
continue, at least until water starts being produced from the area.
Legislation may again be introduced to get water from the northern part of
the state to the southern part. This would include water from BRMA.

The drinking water well at the nursery school on Nooseneck Hill Road has
recently been found to contain MBTA, and they have been told to stop using
the water. An investigation is being done to find the source.

Kathy Swann is working on the website. There is a question as to whether it
might be possible to save the LeMaire farm. Next meeting: November 10.

"FORKS OVER KNIVES": Bockes gave a report on this film, which was shown at
the Community Center on October 20. The next one, "I 2m", will be on
November 17. Novak stated that he feels the bulletin board does not work

well and that personal invites might be better. There are just too many
things on the bulletin board, even in the Library.

ANIMAL SIGHTINGS: bockes stated that because there are almost no acorns
this year, the deer are eating everything in sight and have decimated the
shrubs right next to her house, and they stand on their hind legs to pull
down pieces from the hemlock to eat. Those things do not have the fats
they would normally get from acorns to carry them through the winter.

There was discussion on the format for our next meeting as some members
have not previously been involved in a review.

Eastman moved to adjourn at 8:40 P.M. Grube seconded. Voted: unanimously
(4-0) - aye.

Sandra S. Bockes, Secretary WGCC :SCqugiJLcl_. f§ g.:ESC3C;LbJLK>



TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING
DECEMBER 5, 2013

A regular meeting of the West Greenwich Conservation Commission was held on
December 5, 2013. Present were: Daniel Novak, Linda Eastman, Clifton Sundelin,
Christopher Grube, Claudia Chappelle and Sandra Bockes. Absent: Robert Zuleger.
Also present were: Mike Parker from the Land Trust and Representative Lisa
Tomasso, and Mary Hastings and Glen.

REVIEW: PINE ESTATES PHASE 2 PROPOSAL FOR CONSERVATION DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
Subject property is designated as AP53, Lot 5-1. Applicants present were
Joseph Catelli and John Brunero.

Mr. Brunero stated that the property is 84 acres which could allow for about

27 Or 28 lots in a standard subdivision of 2-acre lots, but they are asking to
do a Conservation Design Development of only 17 l-acre lots that would protect
about 50 acres as significant Open Space. They propose a 75-foot wooded buffer
between the new lots and the existing lots along Hopkins Hill Road.

There was some discussion as to how the open space could be owned and managed.
Mike Parker stated that the property is significant because the brook is part of
the headwaters of the Queens River, and it is near Nature Conservancy property.

Applicants made the point that protecting this open space could encourage other
contiguous property owners to protect rather than develop their land.

Novak stated that although he is an abutter to this proposed project he believes
he can be fair and impartial in this review. He gave the secretary his "Conflict
of Interest" Statement. He stated that the 75-foot buffer is a plus. He also
mentioned that there are already traffic problems on Hopkins Hill Road which
sometimes make it difficult to get out of his driveway. In addition, surveys
have repeatedly shown that residents most want the town to remain rural, which

is also a goal of the Comprehensive Plan.

In response to a question as to what type of houses were planned, Applicants
answered that requests are for ranches with 2-car garages, so they would be in
the 1,600 to 2,200 square foot range. Mike Parker questioned the ability to
get a well and septic system on l-acre lots. Novak asked if there was a plan
to include affordable housing. When the answer was "no", Bockes pointed out
Article VII, Section 19, Paragraph 9: Affordable Housing Local Subsidy in the
Zoning Ordinance on Conservation Design Development.

Novak brought up the concern about additional run-off from the development. Mr.
Brunero stated that they are required to have 0% of drainage increase from the
property, and that it would be the town's engineer that would say whether their
plan would work.

Before leaving, Mike Parker stated that the Land Trust is looking on this
project favorably.

Novak stated that although our Conservation Inventory lists this property as
valuable to protect, the inventory does not include plants and animals, so we
do not know if there could be any threatened and/or endangered species there.
He stated that he hoped such a study would be done. Mary Hastings stated that
she has seen some rare species on the property. She is an abutter who raises
medicinal plants on her small farm. She is concerned about the chemicals used
on lawns because they have an organic farm, and they also have a shallow well.
They are concerned about their water quality and quantity. Mr. Brunero
explained that the new wells would be drilled, not driven, and into the aquifer
rather than the water table as theirs is.
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There was further discussion with everyone agreeing that the brook is very
important to protect. The plan as proposed was liked except that it was felt
that the 75-foot buffer should extend behind all the existing lots, and the
drainage pond was felt could be in a better place.

After further discussion, Eastman moved that after having listened to the
developer, toured the property, and heard the concerns of residents, we
recommend to the Planning Board that it approve the proposed plan with the
extension of the 75-foot buffer as described above, with access to the Open
Space at the two locations that were discussed, and that the Zoning Ordinance
pertaining to inclusion of Affordable Housing be stipulated. Chappelle seconded.
Voted: Eastman, Sundelin, Grube, Chappelle and Bockes - Aye; Novak - Nay.

Novak stated that although the proposal has many attractive features, and merits
going forward in the review process, there are enough questions and concerns that
still need to be answered for him to vote to approve.

MINUTES: Novak moved to approve the Minutes as written. Grube seconded.
Voted: Novak, Eastman, Grube and Bockes - Aye; Sundelin and Chappelle - Abstain.

CORRESPONDENCE: Grube had received a notice/complaint regarding a part of a
telephone pole in the water at Stepping Stone Falls. It included a list of the
chemicals used on these poles to prevent rotting. That was the biggest concern
the person had.

TREASURER'S REPORT: The balance is $1,492.04.

BIG RIVER: Grube reported on the last meeting. People who are not original
owners continue to move from the area. There are only five of them left, and
seven originals. There was a program at the State House, which is online.

WEBSITE: Chappelle is working on it.

ANIMAL SIGHTINGS: Chappelle said that a bear was seen on the property of the
Wilcox Nursery people, on Hopkins Hill Road. Also, last summer, she had a very
large groundhog get into her fenced garden by climbing up a rake that was against
the fence, but then it couldn't get out and died from the heat.

Eastman said she had a big coyote in her field.

Grube said he has opossums coming to the bird feeders which is a concern because
they can spread a neurological disease to horses that can be fatal.

Bockes moved to adjourn at 9:25 P.M. Grube seconded. Voted: Unanimously (6-0)
- Aye. (Meeting had been called to order at 7:05 P.M. by Novak.)

Sandra S. Bockes, Secretary WGCC fSCLNWCLkGL 'i), ;Tf>c>c/kaixb
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